RV / Motorcoach Itinerary
A loop tour from Glacier Park International Airport

Day 1: Glacier National Park

Pick up your RV at J & L Rentals (one mile north of Glacier Park Intl Airport) — and depending on your arrival time
J & L will pick you up at the airport. You can provision your RV in Columbia Falls (3 miles/3 minutes from J & L
Rentals) before heading into West Glacier, the gateway to Glacier National Park (18 miles/19 minutes).

Visit the small village of West Glacier before heading up the Going-to-the-Sun Road, truly one of the most scenic
drives in the lower 48. From West Glacier you can experience a whitewater rafting trip or a guided fishing trip on
the Middle Fork of the Flathead River -- one of the first in the country to become one of the “Wild and Scenic
River” systems.

Travel to the grand Lake McDonald Lodge (8 miles/14 minutes from West Glacier) where you can hop aboard a
Red Jammer Bus for a tour of the 52 mile Going-to-the-Sun Road. The historic soft-top tour buses were
introduced in the 1930s and have since been recently restored and outfitted with propane engines as a gift from
the Ford Motor Company. The Red Bus drivers provide an entertaining commentary about the park’s flora and
fauna, its history, geology and glaciology. RVers might consider participating in more than one of the many Red
Bus Tours available, especially since the Going-to-the-Sun Road is closed to private vehicles longer than 21 feet
or wider than 8 feet. The tours are reasonably priced and run from 2.5 — 9.5 hours. Pick-up available to area RV
Parks and campgrounds.

You may choose to overnight at Lake McDonald Lodge, Apgar Campground or Sperry Campground in the park,
or an outside RV park.

Try the Belton Chalet for a gourmet dinner in the lovely dining room; restored to its 1910 style as a railway
hostelry.

IFYOU GO:

J & L RV Rentals e (406)329-4934 e www.jandirvrentals.com
Going-to-the-Sun Road e (406) 838-7800  www.nps.gov/glac/

West Glacier e (406) 888-5403 ® www.westglacier.com

National Park Service e (406) 888-7800 ¢ www.nps.gov/glac

Glacier Park, Inc. e (406) 892-2525 ® www.glacierparkinc.com

Glacier Raft & Outdoor Center ¢ (800) 235-6781 ® www.glacierraftco.com
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EATS!

1 Lake McDonald Lodge e (406) 888-5431 ¢ www.glacierparkinc.com
1

Belton Chalet ® (406) 888.5000 ¢ www.beltonchalet.com

Day 2: East Glacier

From West Glacier travel the park's southern boundary along Highway 2. Visit Essex (27 miles/23 minutes from
West Glacier), home to the historic Izaak Walton Inn that once housed winter snow removal crews for the Great
Northem Railroad. Today, it's a lovely inn and restaurant enjoyed especially by railroad buffs. A few miles from
Essex, watch for the Walton Goat Lick pull-off (.5 hour self-guided exhibit). Mountain goats graze and lick the


http://www.jandlrvrentals.com/
http://www.nps.gov/glac/
http://www.nps.gov/glac
http://www.glacierparkinc.com/
http://www.glacierraftco.com/email.htm
http://www.glacierraftco.com/

mineral-laden rock of an exposed river bank cliff at this site. And you will definitely want to check out the
impressive architecture of the Glacier Park Lodge in East Glacier, the grand hotel built by the Great Northermn
Railway in 1912 (28 miles/25 minutes from Essex).

For lunch try Serrano's Mexican Restaurant Inn in East Glacier (a few blocks from the Glacier Park Lodge).

Stop by the St. Mary Visitor Center for a wealth of park information (31 miles/30 minutes from East Glacier). The
east side of the park offers wonderful day hiking opportunities and interpretive boats tours; available at Two
Medicine Lake, St. Mary Lake, and Swiftcurrent Lake at Many Glacier Hotel. You may enjoy combining a boat
tour and a day hike to destinations like Grinnell Glacier. Stop by the activities desk in the Many Glacier Hotel for
information (21miles/30 minutes from St. Mary).

You will enjoy an overnight stay at Many Glacier Lodge, Many Glacier Campground, or nearby RV parks outside
the park. Check out David Walburn's show at Many Glacier Lodge; a blend of wonderful music, scenic
photography, and slides of historic paintings. They combine rich and colorful narratives that bring his stories to
life. A truly unique Montana experience not to be missed!

IFYOU GO:
1 Izaak Walton Inn e (406) 888-5700 ® www.izaakwaltoninn.com
1 National Park Service e (406) 888-7800 ® www.nps.gov/glac
1 Glacier Park, Inc. e (406) 892-2525 e www.glacierparkinc.com
1 Glacier Park Boat Co. ® (406) 257-2426 ¢ www. glacierparkboats.com

EATS:
1 Serrano's Mexican Restaurant ® East Glacier ® (406) 226-9392 e www.serranosmexican.com
1 Pak Cafe e St. Mary e (406) 732 4482 e www.parkcafe.us
1 Johnson's Cafe ® St. Mary e (406) 732-5565 ® www.johnsonsofstmary.com
1 Two Sisters Cafe e Babb e (406) 732-5535 e twosistersofmontana.com

You may add an additional day:

From Glacier Park drive north across the Canadian border to visit the Prince of Wales Hotel (43 miles/50 minutes
from St. Mary), a rustic grand hotel built in 1927, The Waterton-Glacier Interational Peace Park was established
in 1932; the first interational Peace Park to commemorate the bonds of peace and friendship between the US
and Canada. The conjoined park is now a United Nations World Heritage Site.

Climb aboard the wooden-hulled 1927 Intemational for a boat tour down Waterton Lake, across the border by
water, to Goat Haunt (2 hour cruise). Try “High Tea”, British style, as you contemplate the beautiful setting --
overlooking Waterton Lake and Waterton townsite in Alberta.

IF YOU GO:
1 Prince of Wales Hotel ® (406) 892-2525 o www.glacierparkinc.com
1 Waterton Inter-Nation Shoreline Cruise Co e (403) 859-2362 ¢ www.watertoncruise.com

Day 3: Montana Scenic Loop

Head south on Highway 89 for a scenic drive down the east side of the magnificent Rocky Mountains, and

discover what the Blackfeet call the "Backbone of the World". The alpine beauty beﬁins to fade into a Montana of


http://www.izaakwaltoninn.com/
http://www.glacierparkinc.com/
http://www.serranosmexican.com/
http://www.glacierparkinc.com/
http://www.watertoncruise.com/

